
Last update: AU
G

U
ST 2022

SAG
-AFTRA/JPC 

2022 Com
m

ercials Contract
M

PU & Holding Fee Exam
ples



M
PU &

 H
olding Fee Exam

ples
W

hat are the new
 M

PU
 and holding fees changes?

Sum
m

ary of exam
ples

Below
 are eight (8) real-w

orld exam
ples created by the JPC

 and SAG
-AFTRA to illustrate real talent 

paym
ent scenarios you m

ay run into w
hile w

orking w
ith the 2022 C

om
m

ercials C
ontract. Should you 

have any additional questions or need clarification, please reach out to 
KStevens@

jointpolicycom
m

ittee.org
or Tracy.H

ym
an@

sagaftra.org. 

M
ost of the rules for M

PU
 and holding fees haven’t changed, except 

that an advertiser or agency now
 has 13 w

eeks after the last 
production day orthe first com

m
ercial airdate (w

hichever occurs 
first)to initiate a use cycle (excluding recalls and retakes w

hich w
ill 

be ignored for the purpose of calculating the M
PU

). Previously the 
M

PU
 w

as calculated 13 w
eeks from

 the first shoot day. This change 
m

eans that a com
m

ercial can be finished w
ithout cutting into the 

21-m
onth use period as m

uch as it did previously w
ith past 

contracts.

H
olding fees are paid to hold the perform

er exclusive to a category 
of product or service and/or in order to use a com

m
ercial in non-

consecutive use cycles. The holding fee am
ount is still equal to a 

session fee, and the session fee still serves as the first holding fee. An 
advertiser or agency then has 13 w

eeks after the last production 
day to initiate a use cycle. If no use is initiated, a holding fee is due to 
the perform

er. Thereafter, a holding fee is due every 13 w
eeks 

unless a com
m

ercial is in a 1-year use cycle, otherw
ise it’s paid and 

credited against the use cycle. Additionally, holding fees m
ay be 

credited against all m
edia types.

For com
m

ercials produced under ‘Linear’ and ‘Linear + D
igital’ 

(includes stream
ing), holding fees are autom

atic. As a result, non-
consecutive use cycles are alw

ays perm
itted. For com

m
ercials that 

fall under the ‘D
igital O

nly’ category the contract (w
hich includes 

Traditional D
igital and G

am
ing, AR or Virtual W

orlds, &
 Em

erging 
Platform

s –
but not stream

ing), holding fees are not autom
atic. For 

Traditional D
igital, producers can use the com

m
ercial in non-

consecutive cycles as long as they are paying holding fees to the 
principal perform

ers. For G
am

ing, AR or Virtual W
orlds, &

 Em
erging 

Platform
s, holding fees can be freely bargained.

Ex. 
#

M
PU 

length in 
exam

ple

Sum
m

ary/N
arration of Exam

ple

1
4 w

ks
This exam

ple show
s w

hen the next holding fee cycle com
m

ences, and paym
ent is 

due after initiating 4 w
eeks of use after the initial holding fee paid.

2
4 w

ks, 13 
w

ks
This exam

ple show
s w

hen the next holding fee cycle com
m

ences as w
ell as the 

recalculation of M
PU

 w
hen 4 w

eeks of cable use is paid prior to 13 w
eeks follow

ing 
the final production date.

3
13 w

ks
This exam

ple show
s w

hen the next holding fee cycle com
m

ences, and paym
ent is 

due as w
ell as the recalculation of M

PU w
hen 13 w

eeks of cable use is paid prior to 
13 w

eeks
follow

ing the final production date.

4
13 w

ks
This exam

ple show
s w

hen the next holding fee cycle com
m

ences, and paym
ent is 

due w
hen 13 w

eeks of cable is paid follow
ing the first holding fee paym

ent.

5
1 year

This exam
ple show

s w
hen the next holding fee cycle com

m
ences, and paym

ent is 
due after paying 1 year of stream

ing.

6
1 year

This exam
ple show

s w
hen holding fees are due after paying 1 year of stream

ing 
follow

ed by 1 year of traditional digital.

7
1 year, 13 
w

ks
This exam

ple show
s w

hen the next holding fee cycle com
m

ences and is due w
hen 1 

year of local cable is paid prior to the 13 w
eeks

follow
ing the final production day.

8
4 w

ks, 4 
w

ks
This exam

ple show
s w

hen holding fees are due after paying 4 w
eeks of traditional 

digital follow
ed by 4 w

eeks of local cable
in the sam

e cycle.



3

H
ow

 to read the exam
ples: 

N
um

ber of the exam
ple 

that corresponds to the 
previous table 

D
escription of the 

exam
ple w

ith the 
specific difference in 

blue

Fixed 13-w
eek cycles

Key show
ing w

hat type of 
inform

ation is in the boxes 
on the tim

eline, by color

Additional inform
ation for 

the exam
ple on tim

eline, 
by date

Year noted on tim
eline for 

the first 13-w
k date in the 

new
/next year



Exam
ple #1

N
E

X
T

 H
O

L
D

IN
G

 F
E

E
 C

Y
C

L
E

 C
O

M
M

E
N

C
E

S
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N
D

 P
A

Y
M

E
N

T
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U
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E
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F
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E
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IA
L

 H
O

L
D

IN
G

 F
E

E
 P

A
ID

4

6/1/22
9/1

12/1
3/1/23

6/1
9/1

12/1
3/1/24

5/31

2022
2023

2024

6/1:
Final 

production 
date

5/31/24:
M

PU
 

(based on 21-m
onths 

from
 13-w

eeks after last 
production date)

8/31: 
Pay holding fee for 

cycle com
m

encing 9/1

10/1: 
Pay 4-w

eeks of 
national cable

11/30: 
Pay holding fee for 
cycle com

m
encing 

12/1

Date
Activity

06/01/22
Final production date

08/31/22
Pay holding fee for cycle com

m
encing 9/1/22 (next 13-w

k fixed cycle)

10/01/22
Pay 4-w

eeks of national cable (holding fee applies to use paym
ent)

11/30/22
Pay holding fee for cycle com

m
encing 12/1/22

05/31/24
M

PU
 (based on 21-m

onths from
 13-w

eeks after last production date)

M
PU

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Production/autom
atic 

activities

Paym
ent activities

KEY

H
olding fees applied/covered

10/1:
H

olding fee from
 8/31 

applied/covered



Exam
ple #2:

N
E

X
T

 H
O

L
D

IN
G

 F
E

E
 C

Y
C
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E

 C
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M

P
U

 W
H

E
N

 4-W
E

E
K
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 O

F
 C

A
B

L
E
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 P
A
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 P

R
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 T
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O
W
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E
 

F
IN

A
L

 P
R

O
D

U
C

T
IO

N
 D

A
T

E

5

6/1/22
9/1

12/1
3/1/23

6/1
9/1

12/1
3/1/24

5/31

2022
2023

2024

5/2/24:
M

PU
 

(based on 21-m
onths 

from
 1

stuse)

8/3: 
Pay 4-w

eeks of 
national cable (session 

fee applied)

8/31: 
Pay holding fee for cycle 

com
m

encing 9/1

6/1:
Final 

production 
date

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Production/autom
atic 

activities

Paym
ent activities

KEY

H
olding fees applied/covered

Date
Activity

06/01/22
Final production date

08/03/22
Pay 4-w

eeks of national cable (session fee applied)

08/31/22
Pay holding fee for cycle com

m
encing 9/1/22

05/02/24
M

PU
 (based on 21-m

onths from
 1

stuse)



Exam
ple #3:

W
H

E
N

 T
H

E
 N

E
X

T
 H

O
L

D
IN

G
 F

E
E

 C
Y

C
L

E
 C

O
M

M
E

N
C

E
S

, A
N

D
 P

A
Y

M
E

N
T

 IS
 D

U
E

 A
S

 
W

E
L

L
 A

S
 T

H
E

 R
E

C
A

L
C

U
L

A
T
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N

 O
F

 M
P

U
 W

H
E

N
 13-W

E
E

K
S

 O
F

 C
A

B
L

E
 U

S
E

 IS
 P

A
ID

 
P

R
IO

R
 T

O
 13-W

E
E

K
S

 F
O

L
L

O
W

IN
G

 T
H

E
 F

IN
A

L
 P

R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N

 D
A

T
E

6

6/1/22
9/1

12/1
3/1/23

6/1
9/1

12/1
3/1/24

5/31

2022
2023

2024

4/30/24:
M

PU
 

(based on 21-m
onths 

from
 1

stuse)

8/1: 
Pay 13-w

eeks of 
national cable (session 

fee applied)

Date
Activity

06/01/22
Final production date

08/01/22
Pay 13-w

eeks of national cable (session fee applied)

08/31/22
Pay holding fee for cycle com

m
encing 9/1/22

04/30/24
M

PU
 (based on 21-m

onths from
 1

stuse)

8/31: 
Pay holding fee for cycle 

com
m

encing 9/1

6/1:
Final 

production 
date

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Production/autom
atic 

activities

Paym
ent activities

KEY

H
olding fees applied/covered



Exam
ple #4:

W
H

E
N

 T
H

E
 N

E
X

T
 H
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 F
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 C
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 C
A

B
L

E
 IS

 P
A

ID
F
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 T

H
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T
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A
Y

M
E

N
T
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6/1/22
9/1

12/1
3/1/23

6/1
9/1

12/1
3/1/24

5/31

2022
2023

2024

10/1: 
Pay 13-w

eeks of 
national cable

Date
Activity

06/01/22
Final production date

08/31/22
Pay holding fee for cycle com

m
encing 9/1/22

10/01/22
Pay 13-w

eeks of national cable (holding fee from
 8/31 applied)

11/30/22
Pay holding fee for cycle com

m
encing 12/1/22

05/31/24
M

PU
 (based on 21-m

onths from
 13-w

eeks after last production date)

8/31: 
Pay holding fee for 
cycle com

m
encing 

9/1

5/31/24:
M

PU
 

(based on 21-m
onths 

from
 13-w

eeks after last 
production date)

11/30: 
Pay holding fee for 
cycle com

m
encing 

12/1

6/1:
Final 

production 
date

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Production/autom
atic 

activities

Paym
ent activities

KEY

H
olding fees applied/covered

10/1:
H

olding fee from
 8/31 

applied/covered



Exam
ple #5:

W
H

E
N

 T
H

E
 N

E
X

T
 H
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 C
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P
A

Y
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G
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E
A

R
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F
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T
R

E
A

M
IN

G

8

6/1/22
9/1

12/1
3/1/23

6/1
9/1

12/1
3/1/24

5/31

2022
2023

2024

9/15: 
Pay 1-year of 

stream
ing

Date
Activity

06/01/22
Final production date

08/31/22
Pay holding fee for cycle com

m
encing 9/1/22

09/15/22
Pay 1-year of stream

ing (holding fee from
 8/31 applied)

12/01/22
H

olding fee applied/covered

03/01/23
H

olding fee applied/covered

06/01/23
H

olding fee applied/covered

08/31/23
Pay holding fee for cycle com

m
encing 9/1/23

05/31/24
M

PU
 (based on 21-m

onths from
 13-w

eeks after last production date)

8/31: 
Pay holding fee for 
cycle com

m
encing 

9/1

5/31/24:
M

PU
 

(based on 21-m
onths 

from
 13-w

eeks after last 
production date)

8/31: 
Pay holding fee for 
cycle com

m
encing 

9/1

6/1:
Final 

production 
date

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

12/1: 
H

olding fee 
applied/covered

3/1/23: 
H

olding fee 
applied/covered

6/1: 
H

olding fee 
applied/covered

Production/autom
atic 

activities

Paym
ent activities

KEY

H
olding fees applied/covered

9/15: 
H

olding fee from
 8/31 

applied/covered



Exam
ple #6:

W
H

E
N

 H
O

L
D

IN
G

 F
E

E
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 1-Y
E

A
R

 O
F

 S
T

R
E

A
M

IN
G

 F
O

L
L

O
W

E
D

 
B

Y
 1-Y

E
A

R
 O

F
 T

R
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D
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A
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IG
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6/1/22
9/1

12/1
3/1/23

6/1
9/1

12/1
3/1/24

5/31

2022
2023

2024

9/15: 
Pay 1-year of 

stream
ing

Date
Activity

06/01/22
Final production date

08/31/22
Pay holding fee for cycle com

m
encing 9/1/22

09/15/22
Pay 1-year of stream

ing (holding fee from
 8/31applied)

12/01/22
H

olding fee applied/covered

03/01/23
H

olding fee applied/covered

06/01/23
H

olding fee applied/covered

08/31/23
Pay holding fee for cycle com

m
encing 9/1/23

09/15/23
Pay 1-year of traditional digital (holding fee from

 8/31 applied; no other holding fees due for rem
ainder of M

PU
)

12/01/23
H

olding fee applied/covered

03/01/24
H

olding fee applied/covered

05/31/24
M

PU
 (based on 21-m

onths from
 13-w

eeks after last production date)

8/31: 
Pay holding fee for 
cycle com

m
encing 

9/1

5/31/24:
M

PU
 

(based on 21-m
onths 

from
 13-w

eeks after last 
production date)

8/31: 
Pay holding fee for 
cycle com

m
encing 

9/1

6/1:
Final 

production 
date

9/15: 
Pay 1-year of 

traditional digital

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

12/1: 
H

olding fee 
applied/covered

3/1/23: 
H

olding fee 
applied/covered

6/1: 
H

olding fee 
applied/covered

12/1: 
H

olding fee 
applied/covered

3/1/24: 
H

olding fee 
applied/covered

Production/autom
atic 

activities

Paym
ent activities

KEY

H
olding fees applied/covered

9/15: 
H

olding fee from
 

8/31 
applied/covered

9/15: 
H

olding fee from
 

8/31 
applied/covered



Exam
ple #7:
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6/1/22
9/1

12/1
3/1/23

6/1
9/1

12/1
3/1/24

5/31

2022
2023

2024

9/1: H
olding fee 

applied/covered

Date
Activity

Paym
ent for

Am
ount

Running total

06/01/22
Final production date

--
--

--

08/01/22
Pay 1-year of local cable (session applied)

1-year of local cable
$3,000.00

$3,000.00

Pay 1-year of local cable (session applied)
Session applied

-
$783.10

$2,216.90

09/01/22
H

olding fee applied/covered
H

olding fee applied/covered
-

$783.10
$1,433.80

12/01/22
H

olding fee applied/covered
H

olding fee applied/covered
-

$783.10
$650.70

03/01/23
H

olding fee applied (up to x am
t)

H
olding fee applied

-
$783.10

N
eed to pay additional $132.40 (to perform

er)

05/31/23
Pay holding fee for cycle com

m
encing 6/1/23

--
$783.10

$783.10

04/30/24
M

PU
 (based on 21-m

onths from
 1

stuse)
--

--
--

8/1: 
Pay 1-year of local 

cable (session 
applied)

6/1:
Final 

production 
date

4/30/24:
M

PU
 

(based on 21-m
onths 

from
 1

stuse)

12/1: H
olding fee 

applied/covered

3/1/23: H
olding fee of 

$650.70 
applied/covered

3/1/23: Pay $132.40 
rem

aining holding fee

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Production/autom
atic 

activities

Paym
ent activities

KEY

H
olding fees applied/covered

5/31: 
Pay holding fee for 
cycle com

m
encing 

6/1



Exam
ple #8:
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6/1/22
9/1

12/1
3/1/23

6/1
9/1

12/1
3/1/24

5/31

2022
2023

2024

8/31: 
Pay holding fee for 
cycle com

m
encing 

9/1

6/1:
Final 

production 
date

5/31/24
M

PU
 

(based on 21-m
onths 

from
 13-w

ks after last 
production date)

10/15: 
Pay 4-w

eeks of 
traditional digital

10/15: 
H

olding fee from
 8/31 

applied/covered

11/15: 
Pay 4-w

eeks of local 
cable

11/30: 
Pay holding fee for cycle 

com
m

encing 12/1

Date
Activity

Paym
ent for

Am
ount

06/01/22
Final production date

--

08/31/22
Pay holding fee for cycle com

m
encing 9/1/22

H
olding fee

$783.10

10/15/22
Pay 4-w

eeks of traditional digital less the holding fee
U

se paym
ent

[$783.10 -$700.00] = 
$83.10

11/15/22
Pay 4-w

eeks of local cable (m
inus the am

ount from
 10/15/22, the 

difference betw
een the holding fee and the use paym

ent)
Local cable

[$300 -
$83.10] = $216.90

11/30/22
Pay holding fee for cycle com

m
encing 12/1

$783.10

05/31/24
M

PU
 (based on 21-m

onths from
 13-w

eeks after last production date)
--

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

Fixed 13-w
k

M
ust pay the 

full holding 
fee again 
($783.10) for 
each 13-w

k 
cycle  until 
the M

PU
 is 

reached (if 
use cycle is 
not initiated).

Production/autom
atic

activities

Paym
ent activities

KEY

H
olding fees applied/covered


